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… 35 YEARS OF WORKING FOR WILDLIFE!

he Michigan Wildlife Conservancy (MWC) other groups and individuals to leverage the Conhas now completed 35 years of helping servancy’s knowledge and expertise. Its list of partconserve our state’s fish and wildlife. While ners (see page 6) is a “who’s who” of conservation
there are many organizations in Michigan organizations and reflects a strong emphasis on
that foster certain
blending statewide
types of natural reconcerns with locallysources, the MWC
championed projects.
has always walked a
This is remarkable
different path. It was
considering that unformed to mobilize
like many other wildprivate sector relife and conservation
sources to accomplish
groups, the Conservany kind of task wherancy has no local
ever needed. That The MWC has played a key role in
chapters to call on to
meant going to urban construction of several spawning reefs for the help identify projects
threatened lake sturgeon.
areas as well as the
and assist with work.
most remote parts of Michigan to complete an in- While habitat restoration projects and training of
credibly diverse list of projects and programs that adults are hallmarks of the MWC, the organization
helped nearly all species of Michigan wildlife—from has also directed considerable effort to educating
the rare and delicate Karner blue butterfly to the the next generation of conservationists. The Conmassive lake sturgeon to the rare and reclusive servancy created wetland and prairie habitats at 13
cougar. From the beginning, the organization posi- nature centers across Michigan, and later develtioned itself to be a leader, not just a supporter of oped the Nature Education Sites for Tomorrow
the work of others. The MWC has always main- (NEST) program that led to dozens of similar protained a staff capable of designing and supervising jects on school grounds. Annie’s Big Nature Lesson
a wide range of projects on land or wa- Workers toil in a boring pit at the Lake
ter, and has carried Orion dam.
the necessary liability insurance to serve
as a contractor.

M

Mobilizing resources
also meant helping
people help wildlife
through training of all sorts. So, the organization enables classrooms of mid-Michigan youngsters to
trained citizens how to restore wetlands on private learn about nature-first hand, and the Conservanlands at actual sites where they participated in pro- cy’s innovative Becoming Outdoors Smart In SumWildwere
Rice Bed in Michigan—Photo by: Mark Rusz
jects from start to finish. Other volunteers
mer (BOSS) program is helping families learn totaught how to detect Eurasian wild hogs and trap gether about the natural resources of this great
the invasive exotic species. And MWC-trained citi- state.
zen scientists continue to assist with searches for
rare mammals that “aren’t supposed to be there” — The Conservancy’s research efforts have also been
such as fishers, cougars, and grey wolves.
“cutting edge.” It has expanded knowledge of wild
turkeys, cougars, trout habitat utilization, use of
The Conservancy’s work has taken it to every coun- DNA analyses in wildlife monitoring, wild rice restoty of Michigan, and the MWC’s accomplishments ration, and wild hog control. And today, the MWC is
have been the result of working collaboratively with introducing the use of specially trained dogs to help
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MWC milestones in
our first 35 years!
1982 – Russ Bengel and supporters launched the
Michigan Wildlife Habitat Foundation (later
renamed Michigan Wildlife Conservancy).
1985 – MWC completed the Milli-Ander Wetland
Restoration Project. The state’s largest privatesector wetland project, named after then Governor
Milliken and state representative Tom Anderson.
1985 – The MWC launched the Michigan Trout
Stream Restoration Project, a catalyst for stream
work throughout the state.
1986 – MWC published a research paper on
genetic issues in wild turkey management that was
endorsed by the Technical Committee of the
National Wild Turkey Federation. The MWC’s
Southern Michigan Wild Turkey Restoration
Project, helped bring wild-strain turkeys to our
state. Milestones, continued on page 3
monitor rare species. Many projects and programs
of the MWC can be labeled “the first ever to…”
Thirty-five years of working for wildlife has indeed
left a trail of innovation, and demonstrations of costeffectiveness. The MWC’s work has stood the test
of time and hopefully will be a catalyst for even
greater efforts by the private sector in the years
ahead. The organization salutes the many Michigan
citizens who have contributed financially and in
many other ways. This 35th Anniversary issue of the
Wildlife Volunteer News will explain how it all came
together for wildlife. We are confident that a movement begun by few in 1982 will continue to be sustained by many.
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THE HABITAT PEOPLE – GETTING THE BALL ROLLING

Mi

chigan’s landscape changed
dramatically in the 20th century,
and its citizens witnessed tremendous losses in wetlands, prairies, and the wildlife that
depend on them. By the 1980s, conservationists were also becoming increasingly
concerned about habitat degradation, but
there was a recession brewing, and agency
budgets were being cut. It was clear that it
would take more than lobbying government
agencies to reverse the trend. That’s when
Russell H. Bengel decided to get the private
sector involved. In 1979, Russ started the
Michigan Waterfowl Foundation, and three Russell (Russ) Bengel, Founder of the Michigan
years later, sat down at a kitchen table with Wildlife Conservancy and his lovely wife and lifetime
a handful of other conservationists to get a
supporter, Ruth Bengel.
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gan Conservation Commission and his
time as the mayor of Jackson. The others
that joined him in the early years of the
Foundation also brought diverse backgrounds to the table. They knew how to get
things done and raised the bar high for
those who would come along later. Dan
Robbins of Saline, Representative Tom
Anderson of Southgate, Dean Brodberg of
Lansing, and Keith Groty of Mason, were
among those that stayed with the organization for many years.
After the deaths of Russ and Ruth, their
two daughters, Jean Laughlin (below left)
of Jackson, Michigan and Margaret Beckman (below right) of Valle Crucis, North

fresh infusion of aspirations and ideas.
Ultimately, the scope of Russ’ vision
was widened, and the Michigan Wildlife
Habitat Foundation was born. Its basic
mission was to mobilize private sector
resources for fish and wildlife as efficiently as possible, and it would eventually be renamed as the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy.
The fledgling group moved quickly,
announcing its plans later in 1982 to
take on the largest private-sector habitat restoration project in Michigan history—the Milli-Ander Wetland Restoration
at the Maple River State Game Area
north of St. Johns in Gratiot County. Jean Laughlin (left) and Margaret Beckman, at the
Russ Bengel died before the project dedication of the Bengel Wildlife Center in 2000.
was completed in 1984. But before his
death, Russ and his wife, Ruth, endowed the Carolina, continued to be outstanding stewards of
Foundation with a $1 million gift to perpetuate their parents’ organization, and provided resources
private-sector work for wildlife. When the Founda- on an annual basis to assist its mission. During a
tion’s 10th Anniversary rolled around in 1992, the capital campaign to build offices and education
Foundation had spent over $1,500,000 to restore spaces at the 259-acre Bengel Wildlife Center
and improve habitats, and had involved more than (completed in 2000), Jean and her husband, Shel3,000 supporters, cooperators, and contributors.
don, stepped forward and offered a match for all
other donations. That jump-started the campaign.
The early Habitat People who accomplished all Over the years, Margaret and her husband, Dick,
this were folks with a shared vision and a knack for have also supported both the MWC’s mission and
rolling up their sleeves. From the beginning, Russ the Center, providing for repairs and upgrades in
Bengel talked about leaving future generations a addition to habitat initiatives.
wildlife legacy of abundance and diversity. He
reasoned that would require being creative and Today, the MWC continues to adhere to the basic
efficient, making sure that private-sector dollars principles of the early Habitat People. Costwould not merely supplant state or federal funds. efficiency is a still a critical concern, and the orHis business-like approach came from his back- ganization’s strength continues to be its adaptabilground as a partner in, and then sole owner of, ity—its willingness to change—in response to the
General Products Corporation of Jackson, an conservation needs in our state. MWC will put
automobile supply company. Russ’ perspectives resources where they are most needed, and that
and leadership abilities were also formed by his may involve working in non-traditional places and
appointment by the Governor in 1940 to the Michi- with new kinds of Habitat People in the future.
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Angel Priggooris’ Continuing Legacy

A

contained a marshy area called Grass Lake,
two bogs, and extensive woods. Angel
treasured the property, referring to it as “The
Farm,” and visited it regularly to hunt, fish,
raise bees, and enjoy its wildlife and solitude.
Angel died in 1958 and left this property to
the City of Lansing for use as a park or
recreation area. However, the property was
located several miles from Lansing, and the
City never physically protected it or
constructed the trails necessary to utilize it.
The property became a local (and illegal)
dumping area. Piles of junk eventually dotted
every place a vehicle could reach.

n g e l o
(Angel)
Priggooris was born
a generation before
Russ Bengel and
halfway around the
world from Michigan.
However, he also
had a vision that
continues to be a
major influence on
the Michigan Wildlife
Conservancy.
Angel was born in the small Greek village of
Andritsaina in 1878, and emigrated to Michigan in
1902. He settled in Lansing in 1905 with almost no
money. He started out with a shoe shine stand, but
had a knack for business that allowed him to quickly
obtain several small ventures. He eventually
became one of the major business and property
owners in Lansing, and a prominent figure in the
City’s growing Greek community.
Mr. Priggooris retained the deep interest in the
outdoors he formed as a child in Greece, and in
1938 bought 263 acres of undeveloped land north
of East Lansing. This land was part of a huge
wetland known as Chandler Marsh that U.S.
Senator Zachariah Chandler and other land
speculators extensively drained in the late 1800s.
However, the property that Angel purchased still

Milestones, continued from page 1.
1988 – The organization’s Rights-Of-Way For
Wildlife Program along Michigan’s power lines, gas
pipeline corridors, and highways received national
recognition.
1988—The MWC launched its Forest Wildlife
Project providing technical services to landowners
interested in habitat improvements. The effort was
a forerunner of similar programs offered by
agencies and organizations today.

1989 – MWC received the Michigan Outdoor
Writers Association’s “Clean Waters Award” for its
Angel’s heirs asked that the property be used innovative Rouge River Fish Habitat Restoration
according to his intent, and in 1994, Lansing sold Project in Oakland County.
most of it to the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy, for
use as its Bengel Wildlife Center. The property 1991 – The MWC served as the contract
proved ideal for that purpose and MWC honored administrator for a joint project with the Michigan
Angel by changing the name of the lake from Grass Department of Natural Resources to draw cold
water from the bottom of Lake Orion in Oakland
Lake to Priggooris Lake.
County to cool Paint Creek. The innovative work
The MWC also raised the lake’s water level, was also supported by Trout Unlimited and several
installing control devices that restored a few feet of other organizations, and cooled the stream enough
water drained off when the I-69 expressway was to support trout in an eight-mile- long stretch.
constructed through the area in the early 1970s. As
a result, Priggooris Lake now has close to the same 1992 – The MWC and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
water level as when Angel Priggooris fished it Service launched the Michigan Private Wetlands
nearly sixty years ago. The work provided additional Program that set new standards for cost-efficiency
nesting and brood-rearing habitat for ducks, geese, in restoring drained basins for wetland wildlife and
sandhill cranes, and other birds. Priggooris Lake is trained volunteers to help in a wide variety of ways.
also a major staging area for the great egrets that
1992 – The MWC started training drain
fascinate Bengel Wildlife Center visitors in the fall.
commissioners on ways to reduce their impacts on
the environment.
1993 – The MWC and the U.S. Forest Service
continued to partner on wetland restorations and
started the “Fire Up For Wildlife” project, jointly
promoting and funding prescribed burns aimed at
restoring and maintaining grasslands and other fire
-dependent cover types in Michigan’s HuronManistee National Forest.

map makeover color.ai

1994 – The organization played a major role in
restoring Kirtland’s warbler habitat on 300 acres
owned by Trout Unlimited in Crawford County. It
was the first effort to help the endangered species
on private lands in Michigan. The project eventually
provided important nesting habitat for many pairs of
the rare song bird.
1996 -- The MWC launched a major effort to
restore wetlands, prairies, and other habitats on
nature centers in Southern Michigan.

Milestones, continued on page 5
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- After 35 Years… Still GOiNG ANY

S

ome tribes of Native Americans once made a formal practice of
recalling important events. Called “winter counts,” these
summaries of the year’s “news” generally coincided with the first
deep snows and were times to reflect and look to the future. In that
same spirit, we offer below our own winter count of 35 years, mindful
that symbols on a map and short descriptions of project types can’t
capture the significance of more than three decades of working
for wildlife. However, it does show that visions can indeed
turn into reality—especially if you are willing to go
anywhere there are conservation needs.
R

Wetlands – W (public lands), P (private lands)
The MWC has restored or enhanced more that 370 wetlands, 50 on
public lands, and 320 on private properties. Totaling over 10,000
acres, the work includes 19 projects of 50 or more acres, and 13 of at
least 100 acres. MWC staff have designed and supervised
construction of many of those projects which have benefited an
incredible array of birds, mammals, amphibians and reptiles, and
fish.

R

R

N,
R,
W

R, S
R, W
S
R
R
S
W

R
R

Upland Habitat - U
The Conservancy has restored or created thousands of acres of
grasslands and enhanced other upland habitat on over 50 sites. Many
of those projects, including seven of 100 or more acres, involved
planting and management of native prairie grasses and wildflowers
to benefit endangered species such as the Karner blue butterfly. The
MWC’s projects have also benefited forest wildlife like the ruffed
grouse.
Habitat Demonstration & Education Area Creation - N
The MWC has also restored prairie and wetland habitats
ranging in size from one to 25 acres and created smaller
habitats on 60 school and nature center owned properties.
Stream and Lake Restorations – S
The MWC has completed more than 70 significant projects to
improve streams and lakes for fish. Many of those projects
involved multiple sites; several have demonstrated new
approaches to habitat restoration. Hundreds of miles of
streams have been restored for trout and other cold-water
species.

The U.S. Forest Service and the MWC have worked together on a
wide variety of projects to improve wetlands, uplands, streams, and
lakes on public lands. The Olga Lake Wetland Restoration (top b &
w photo) west of Cadillac restored hundreds of acres of habitat for
water birds and fish; the Clark’s Marsh restoration near Oscoda
earned a national award as an exemplary partnership project.

Research And Development of Technology – R
The MWC has been a leader in developing techniques to
economically restore habitat and to determine the status and
needs of rare wildlife species and habitats. Use of special
machines to restore wetlands, and tests for use of predator
exclusion fences, have aided waterfowl management. The
organization has conducted research to prove the existence of
cougars in Michigan, helped study sharp-tailed grouse
populations and habitats, and assessed the potential for
wetland management on half a million acres of Upper
Peninsula lands. The MWF also examined genetic issues in
Michigan turkey management, and has begun assessing the
status of the fisher in the Lower Peninsula.
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MWC played a unique role in helping to bring wild strain turkeys to
Michigan. Wild animals can’t be bought or sold, but the MWC was
able to hire a trapper to catch prairie chickens (right) in Kansas that
were traded to Iowa which in turn sent turkeys for release in
Southern Michigan.
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R,

YWHERE tO HElp fiSH ANd WildlifE! For more information about projects
of the Michigan Wildlife
Conservancy see our web site:
MiWildlife.org

Michigan Wildlife Conservancy’s
work has stretched to every
county in the state. See the map
indicating the type of work we
have done in your area.

MAP KEY for work completed:
R

W—Wetlands on Public Lands
P—Wetlands on Private Lands
U—Uplands
N—Habitat Improvement at Nature
Centers and School Grounds
Drummond S—Streams and Lakes
R—Intensive Field Research On
Is. - R,W
Rare Mammals and Invasive
Exotic Species Control
R
R

R, U
R, S

R, S, W

MWC’s Forest
Wildlife Project
helped improve
habitat for ruffed
grouse.
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2002 – The MWC gained national recognition for its
field studies of the cougar in Michigan and
innovative methods for detecting large predators.
2002 – The MWC conceived and initiated Annie’s
BIG Nature Lesson that offers week-long
opportunities for teachers and students to learn
about the environment. Started with five teachers
and 110 students, by 2006 it involved 44 teachers
and over 1,300 students, and today there are
networks of participating school districts, staff, and
community partners.

2008 – The MWC served as a contract
administrator to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and in cooperation with other U.S. and Canadian
agencies and organizations to build a spawning reef
for threatened lake sturgeon in the Lower Detroit
River. Sturgeon were observed using this new reef
in the following spring, and the project paved the
way for similar efforts. The MWC would go on to
assist with several major reef construction projects
in the Detroit River and St. Clair River.
2010 – MWC partnered with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Wildlife Services Branch to launch the
Michigan Wild Hog Removal Program. MWC
teamed with the federal Natural Resources &
Conservation Service, the Michigan Pork Producers
Association, and other groups to educate
landowners to detect the invasive exotic animals
and remove them by trapping or shooting.
Milestones, continued on page 7

P, S, U,
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2000 – The Bengel Wildlife Center was formally
dedicated, displaying habitat demonstration areas.

2006 – The MWC and Central Michigan University
researchers published a peer-reviewed study that
utilized DNA in scats (droppings) to confirm the
presence of cougars at several locations in both
peninsulas of Michigan.

S, U, W
P, S, U

1998 – The organization launched an Urban Wildlife
Initiative, and conceived and organized the Nature
Education Sites For Tomorrow (NEST) Program
that developed fish and wildlife habitats and outdoor
education areas on school grounds throughout
Michigan.

2003 - The MWC began the process of raising the
water level at the Bengel Wildlife Center’s
Priggooris Lake, restoring more than 60 acres of
habitat for wetland-dwelling wildlife.

S, U

R

Milestones, continued from page 3
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PARTNERSHIPS – THE CORNERSTONE OF A WILDLIFE LEGACY

F

or 35 years, the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy
has been restoring wetlands, prairies and
streams, improving lakes, conducting important
research, and educating our citizens—both young and
old. It is a legacy that MWC is still building, and shares
with its partners, supporters, and friends.
Agencies and organizations that partnered with MWC
on specific, on-the-ground projects are listed below.
They represent the kind of partnerships that Russ
Bengel had in mind when he talked about “mobilizing
the private sector” and that former MWC Board
Chairman Gordon Guyer thought of when he spoke
about the value of public-private cooperative efforts.
Unfortunately, space does not allow listing of thousands

Due to our 35th Anniversary Issue coming out
one month early for the holidays, all of our
fourth quarter and annual appeal donors will be
recognized in our next newsletter issue.

Michigan Trout
Unlimited has
played a major role
in MWC stream
improvement work.

of other groups and individuals that played roles in
MWC’s 35 years of working for wildlife. We could
not include the many organizations and individuals
that have provided the sites for MWC’s extensive
work on nature centers, school grounds, and private
properties. Other unsung wildlife heroes include the
supporters of MWC’s general mission and its
education programs, and the many citizen scientists
that have made the organization’s research on rare
wildlife species possible.

Anglers of the AuSable

Gladwin Area Walleye Association

Michigan Audubon Society

Antrim County Road Commission

Gratiot County Drain Commission

Michigan Bear Hunters Association

Bath Township Lions International

Great Lakes Gas Transmission
Company

Michigan Corn Growers Association

Bay de Noc Great Lakes
Sportfishermen

Harder Foundation

Michigan Department of Natural
Resources

Berrien County Drain Commission

Hiawatha Sportsmans Club

Berrien County Sportsmen’s Club

Hillsdale County Parks Commission

Michigan Department of
Transportation

Cadillac Public Schools

Holland Rod and Gun Club

Central Michigan University

Huron Pines Resources Conservation Michigan Federation of Fly Fishers
& Development Area Council
Michigan Forest Association
Ingham County Drain Commission
Michigan Loon Preservation
Association
Kiwanis Club of Hillsdale

City of Cadillac
City of Carson City
City of Gladstone
City of Southfield (Oakland County)
Clinton County Conservation District

Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa
Indians
Macatawa Bay Waterfowlers
Association (of MDHA)

Conservation Resource Alliance
Consumers Energy
County of Jackson

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and MWC
partnered to restore wetlands on private lands.

Detroit Edison

FishAmerica Foundation
Gannett Foundation
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Mauser Harmony With Nature
Foundation
Mellon Foundation
Menasha Corporation
Michigan Association of County Drain
Commissioners

Saginaw County Parks & Recreation
Commission
Shiawassee Flats Citizens & Hunters
Association
Shell Oil Company
Southern Michigan Trappers
Association
Stony Creek Conservation Association
Straits Area Sportsmen’s Club
Stroh Brewery
Timberland Resources Conservation
& Development Area Council
Traverse City Chapter of Whitetails
Unlimited

Michigan Trout Unlimited (multiple
chapters)

Upper Black River Watershed
Committee

Michigan Chapter of the Wild Turkey
Federation

U.P. Sportsman’s Alliance

National Campers & Hikers
Association
Mason County Walleye Association

Potter Park Zoo (Lansing)

Michigan Ruffed Grouse Association

Montcalm County Drain Commission

Drayton Plains Nature
Center

Fenton-Livingston Soil & Water
Conservation District

Michigan Pork Producers Association

Mead Paper Company

Dominos’ Drummond
Island Wildlife Habitat
Foundation

Ducks Unlimited

Michigan Nature Association

Michigan Sharp-tailed Grouse
Association

Detroit Zoo

Drummond Island Sportsman’s Club

Michigan Duck Hunters Association
(multiple chapters)

Pheasants Forever, Inc. (multiple
chapters)

National Park Service
National Wildlife Federation
National Wild Turkey Federation
Natural Resources Conservation
Service
Oakland County Sportfishing
Association

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Wildlife Services Branch
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
Walleyes For Iosco County
Washtenaw County Drain
Commission
West Michigan Wetlands Foundation
Wildlife Forever
Wildlife Unlimited of Allegan and
Ottawa Counties
Wildlife Unlimited of Delta County
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CITIZEN SCIENCE: THE NEXT ERA IN
MICHIGAN CONSERVATION

M

ore than three decades ago, Governor
James J. Blanchard declared
November 4-10, 1984, Michigan
Wildlife Habitat Foundation Week.
The observance focused public attention on the
private-sector fish and wildlife habitat efforts of the
Foundation that was to be later re-named as the
Michigan Wildlife Conservancy (MWC). In signing
the declaration, Governor Blanchard said, “The
Foundation is developing and coordinating
programs…that in some instances are not possible
for government to achieve. It’s important for
Michigan citizens to recognize the effort…to
complement government wildlife and fish programs.
These Foundation projects symbolize a new era in
Michigan conservation.” Dan Robbins, the
Foundation’s Board President at the time,
commented, “We hope that the Governor is right,
and that all citizens become aware of their own
potential to help wildlife.”
It’s still a challenge to get citizens to recognize their
own potential to help wildlife. Over the years, many
people have become increasingly disconnected
from our state’s natural resources, and see fish and
wildlife as “government’s concern.” But citizen
involvement in protecting and fostering wildlife
remains urgently needed. That includes not just
political and financial support for wildlife work, but
also resource stewardship and volunteerism.

Milestones continued from page 5

2013–’14 – Over a two year period, MWC took the
hog removal training to the people, conducting 22
town hall type educational seminars around the
cougars in Michigan— state that attracted more than a thousand Michigan
s o m e t h i n g landowners.
professionals had not
been able to do in a 2013 – The MWC began planting wild rice in the
century. And in 2010, Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge in Saginaw
when
M i c h i g a n County to determine how this historically-important
agriculture and natural plant could be re-established where geese,
r e s o u r c e s w e r e muskrats, and carp are abundant and prone to
threatened by invasive destroying wild rice beds.
wild hogs, MWC
trained volunteers to 2014 – The MWC initiated an innovative program
help locate the exotic called “Becoming Outdoors Smart In
species and even trap Summer” (BOSS) to teach children about
the animals. The MWC also supported a study by conservation issues and how to identify trees, birds,
volunteers of the Michigan Sharp-tailed Grouse and other wildlife and plants. BOSS steadily
Society to locate sharp-tailed grouse flocks and expanded, allowing families to work together to
their unique grassland mating grounds, called leks. learn about wildlife, and now attracts thousands of
new participants each year.
MWC did not “invent” the use of volunteers/citizen
scientists. Volunteer “birders” had been supplying 2016 – The organization established an Institute
important counts through the Audubon Society For Rare Mammal Studies in Michigan (IRMS) to
decades before the Wetlanders were trained. conduct research on mammal species that are not
Across the country, volunteers had long played a the subject of current or recent research. The IRMS
vital role in basic research on many wildlife species. uses citizen scientists and innovative tools such as
scat-detecting dogs to determine the presence and
The MWC is making the fostering of citizen science distribution of rare species.
a priority with two long-term efforts. It is steadily
expanding its innovative Becoming Outdoors Smart number of sportsmen’s groups and businesses.
In Summer (BOSS) program, a completely new
approach to teaching plant, animal and habitat The MWC also recently created an Institute for Rare
Mammals Studies in Michigan (IRMS). It
will develop and employ innovative
methods to help determine the status of
rare Michigan mammal species, especially
those for which federal or state-funded
research has been lacking.

The latter is becoming increasingly important.
The technology available to biologists has
grown at an incredible rate, but its potential
value often can’t be realized because the oldfashioned field work necessary to obtain
basic data are lacking. Federal and state
agencies, in particular, don’t have sufficient
person power to track or otherwise document
animals, locate nests, make detailed
observations, and complete other important
tasks that gobble up hours and log miles.
Universities get some of the work done using
students earning advanced degrees, but the
rest of the research so important to good
MWC helped to ban the importation of Eurasian wild
wildlife management is often not attempted or hogs, and played a major role in educating citizens to
falls to volunteers.
detect and eliminate the invasive exotic species.
Some professionals grimace at the thought of
more citizens studying wildlife. But it is already
occurring—and working. More than 20 years ago,
the MWC trained over 100 ‘Wetlanders’ to help
identify projects and restore wetlands on private
lands. The volunteers even used laser levels to
determine potential water depths and helped install
the control structures. The Wetlanders helped
reduce costs of the projects and stretched the
capabilities of professionals involved in the
program. In 2000, the MWC used volunteers to
locate evidence and help document the presence of

Winter 2018

identification and survey skills to kids. The
Conservancy has developed a 80-page guidebook
for use by children and their parents, grandparents,
and/or friends. BOSS does not involve kids
following professional teachers and naturalists—
rather, children and others in their families work
together without a rigid schedule or required travel
to specific sites. BOSS has proven itself as a game
changer for some kids and has attracted a diverse
mix of supporters including Michigan Farm Bureau,
Trout Unlimited, the Michigan Association of
Timbermen, the Michigan Forest Association, and a
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IRMS hopes to use specially-trained, scatdetection dogs and DNA analysis to
determine presence or absence of rare
mammals in different areas of Michigan.
However, there are also roles for citizens
employing trail cameras and old-fashioned
tracking. Mammal species currently being
studied by IRMS include fishers, cougars,
and grey wolves in the northern Lower
Peninsula; and the prairie vole and least
shrew in Southern Michigan.

Michigan faces serious threats like the proliferation
of exotic plants and animals. Almost every month,
citizens—not trained professionals—discover
invasive species in new places. Most of the recently
-discovered rare species in Michigan, like a nesting
great gray owl in the Upper Peninsula, are also
being found by citizens. These and other wildlife
volunteers will continue to make vital contributions
to modern resource management and a wildlife
legacy for generations to come. They are truly
ushering in a new era in Michigan conservation.
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FUNDING THE VISION
There are many ways that you can support
the work of the Michigan Wildlife
Conservancy.

 Help fund the vision with a membership

to specific projects or for general
support.

common types of planned gifts and
enable you to designate all or a portion
of your estate to benefit the MWC.

 Make a gift of appreciated stock and

If you would like more information on
how to leave a legacy of your own
and help sustain the MWC vision,
please contact John Ropp at 517641-7677 or jropp@miwildlife.org.

receive significant tax benefits.
and receive notification of special events
and a year’s subscription to our
 Donate property to MWC. Real estate
quarterly newsletter, The Wildlife
gifts can be a great way to make sure
Volunteer News.
natural areas are protected.

 Make a leadership gift or multi-year
pledge. Your donation can be allocated

 Leave a legacy by making a planned gift
to support MWC. Bequests are the most
Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage

Michigan Wildlife Conservancy
@ Bengel Wildlife Center
6380 Drumheller Rd. / PO Box 393
Bath, Michigan 48808

PAID
Lansing, MI
Permit #285

__Yes, I want to help protect wildlife!
> Wildlife charities like the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy rely on
members and donors to provide the resources for their work.
> Please consider supporting our habitat restoration efforts by
recognizing the Conservancy’s three decades of success at enhancing Michigan’s wildlife legacy.

 $25  $50  $100  $250  $500  Other________
Name:_____________________________
__Bequests (will or trusts)
__401k, IRA, Retirement Account Gifts
__Transfer of Life Insurance Policy
__Transfer of Securities, Real Estate or Assets

Address:___________________________
City:____________State:____Zip:_______
Day Phone:_________________________
Cell Phone:_________________________



Email:_____________________________

Front of Laughlin Lodge @ Bengel Wildlife
Center, top. Large new deck overlooking the
restored Priggooris Lake, bottom photo.

I would like to discuss:________________

____________________________________

□ Enclosed is my check payable to:



Michigan Wildlife Conservancy

□ Please charge my contribution to my:

 Visa

I have already included the Conservancy in
my estate plan/will.

 M/C

 Discover

 American Express

Card Number__________-__________-__________-_________ Exp. Date_________________
Signature_______________________________________ V-code (3-digit # on back)_________
Please complete and Mail to: Michigan Wildlife Conservancy, P.O. Box 393, Bath, MI 48808
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Host your next family gathering, meeting or
any other public or private event at the
Bengel Wildlife Center. We will work with you
to make the perfect event. Visit us online at
MiWildlife.org to see all of your options.
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