
Facility Usage Frequently  Asked  Questions  

What is included in the “usage fee?” The usage fee includes access to the agreed upon areas, the 

initial set-up and break down of the tables and chairs, the final clean up and a staff member on site 

during your event.  

What is the deposit?  There is a non-refundable, minimum deposit of 25% of the usage fee.  Please 

refer to the “Usage Fee” agreement for the exact deposit due at time of booking.  We also require an 

additional $500 security deposit, due one month prior to the usage date, which is refundable after 

your event, if there are no physical damages or excessive clean up required. 

When and for how long is the facility available the day of our event?  On the day of the event, you 

will be allowed access to the building and grounds at 11:00 a.m. for any type of set up, including dec-

orators, band/DJ.  At the conclusion of your Friday or Saturday event, clean up must start no later 

than midnight with the premises being vacated no later than 12:30 a.m., unless other arrangements 

have been made in advance.  Sunday-Thursday event clean up must start no later than 11:00 p.m. and 

premises vacated no later than 11:30 p.m. 

Do we have access to the area to decorate prior to the event date?  Availability is based on prior 

events scheduled. Management will make every attempt to accommodate your needs. Rehearsals for 

wedding ceremonies on the grounds, other than patio/deck, are much easier to accommodate the 

day prior. Most wedding parties plan to decorate the morning of the wedding– leaving time to get 

dressed for the wedding afterwards. Decorating any earlier is not recommended for the outdoor   

areas.  

May I use my own caterer?  Yes, though there is a 15% fee charged to caterers, payable to The 

Bengel Wildlife Center (BWC).  BWC provides a list of “Preferred Caterers.” These caterers are familiar 

with BWC rules and regulations and have provided us with their proof of liability insurance and State 

of Michigan License. If you prefer to engage a caterer not under contract with BWC, this caterer must 

meet our qualifications and provide proof of necessary insurance and state license 90 days prior to 

the event and abide by Clinton County Health Department regulations as they apply to the facility. 

BWC provides a warming kitchen only. Only precooked and prepared foods are allowed to be served. 

Are there restrictions on music?  Music must conclude on Friday/Saturday at 11:00 p.m. The prem-

ises must be vacated by 12:30am.  On Sunday—Thursday, the time is 10 p.m. The facility does NOT 

have a 220 outlet.   

What is your policy on alcohol?  MWC has a liquor license.  No outside alcohol is permitted on 

premise. There are various options available, such as a hosted bar (drinks complimentary to your 

guests) to a cash bar (each guest pays for their drinks) and options in between.  Please consult staff 

for options.  

Is the facility handicap accessible?  Yes, the entire facility is handicap accessible and barrier-free.    
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SELECTING YOUR VENDORS 

CATERER  |  DJ/ENTERTAINMENT  |  PHOTOGRAPHY  |  FLORIST  |  VIDEOGRAPHY  |  TRANSPORTATION 
 
 

Preferred Vendors of the Bengel Wildlife Center 
The Michigan Wildlife Conservancy (MWC) provides a DIRECTORY OF PREFERRED VENDORS (see next page) as a 

courtesy for clients planning a wedding, corporate outing or other special event at MWC.  It is our intention to 

make the planning of your event as easy and stress-free as possible, thus we have provided a list of professionals 

who pride themselves in quality and service. 

 

These preferred vendors have worked past events at MWC and provide a high-quality product and service in-line 

with our venue and expectations for our clients.  They have also been instructed by management of the rules and 

regulations and have provided MWC with all required documents, i.e. Proof of Liability Insurance, all required 

State of Michigan Licenses, etc.  When selecting one of the preferred vendors, all required paperwork has been 

completed. 

 

Non-preferred Vendors 
We understand people have relationships with professionals in the service industry. If you prefer to engage a non-

preferred vendor in a category we have a “preferred vendor” (caterer, DJ, photography, florist, videographer, limo/

transportation)—they must be made aware and agree to pay MWC’s vendor fee of 15 percent (15%).  This is a fee 

charged directly to the vendor for their use of our facility and amenities, i.e. sanitation, refuse, electricity, appli-

ances, equipment, props, aesthetics, etc., and is in no way meant to be an additional charge to you, the client.  

You are responsible for making the non-preferred vendor(s) of your choosing aware of this vendor fee due and 

payable prior to the event; failure of payment from the vendor ultimately makes you responsible to pay the 15% 

fee. In the event that payment is not received, the vendor will be denied access into the building for the entirety of 

the day.  All non-preferred vendors are also required to adhere and follow all vendor rules.  Regarding caterers, all 

caterers are required to have a “Catering Contract” with MWC and agree to abide by the Clinton County Health 

Department regulations as they apply to the facility.  They must also provide MWC with their Proof of Liability In-

surance and State of Michigan License issued by the Michigan Department of Agriculture for catering 

 

If choosing a non-preferred caterer or other vendor(s), you must notify MWC no less than 90 days prior to the 

event date and provide their pertinent business information.  Please provide a copy of this document to each non-

preferred vendor so they are well aware of the “vendor fee” policy.  At this point, it is your caterer’s responsibility 

to have all required documents, as identified above, to MWC 30 days prior to your event date.  We strive to have 

caterers at MWC provide a high quality of service and performance.                

 

Regarding vendors, preferred or non-preferred, you as a client of MWC assume all responsibilities for contracting 

directly with the vendor(s) and managing all pertinent details of the service provided to you for your event.  MWC 

neither implies nor guarantees any certain level of service provided by any vendor(s) you contract with or engage 

their service for your event.  MWC cannot be held responsible for any problems or negligence you might incur with 

any vendor you engage.  

 

We want to thank you for choosing the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy for your event.   

We take pride in the quality of service provided at our unique and beautiful venue.  


